POWER   AND    TERROR

tion, as Minister Commissary in Prussia ; and not
least for the unparalleled loyalty with which you have
knit your lot'with mine.

HITLER, Reich Chancellor.'

Goring was wild with joy. At last Hitler was
reconciled with him. How long had he not waited for
this moment ? Had Hitler forgiven him ? Or was it
only that he was indispensable for Hitler ? Who could
know ? Certainly only Hitler.

* I appoint you,' Hitler wrote. In spite of their
having been comrades so long, and of even Captain
Rohm calling Hitler " my friend " and " tkou." There
still was something between them.

But apart from this von Papen's deposition and his
own appointment as Minister President was a truly
great event. Von Papen had long been a thorn in the
flesh to Goring. Without the Gestapo this stroke of
fortune would never have come to him. It was not
on-ly the Italian negotiations that had brought this to
pass (although it seemed so), but also the fact that he
had contrived to put into Hitler's hands compromising
material against von Papen.

Von Papen who was now with Goring in Rome
guessed nothing about this intrigue. He believed that
he stood outside the great weeding out that was going
on among the Centre men, the Catholics, and the
German Nationalists. Besides, Hitler had originally
meant to make von Papen Prussian Minister President,
as a grateful reward for all his help in the critical days
of the fight. That this did not happen was the work
of Goring. He, the man with the ' upright soul of a
child,' understood how, with the help of the Gestapo,